
www.kdheks.gov
www.kdheks.gov/ohi

Our Vision ðHealthy Kansans living in safe and sustainable environments.

http://www.kdheks.gov/


Daniel Lassley

Bureau of Oral Health

Kansas Department of Health and Environment

785-296-1314        dlassley@kdheks.gov



Improve Access to Dental Care by 
Strengthening the Kansas Dental 

Workforce

HOW?
Á Provide Data on the Strength of the KS Dental Workforce 

in Kansas 

Á Bring Together an Advisory Group for On -Going 
Discussions about Dental Workforce Issues 

Á Provide Funds to Create Programs to Increase the 
Numbers of Dentists and Dental Hygienists Serving 
Kansas Underserved Communities 



È Dentists, Dental 
Hygienists, Extended 
Care Permit 
Hygienists, Dental 
Assistants

È Private Practices, 
Safety Net Clinics, 
Outreach Sites



È 1,404 Dentists Licensed 
and Active in KS

È 1,187 General Dentists 
(Non-Specialists)

È Kansas Law Regulates 
Dentistry through the 
Kansas Dental Practice 
Act

È 4 Year Graduate 
Program but Kansas has 
no In-State Dental 
School



È 1,656 RDHs Actively 
Practicing in Kansas

È Must be Supervised by 
a Dentist, Although Not 
Necessarily on Site

È Scope of Practice: 
Cleaning, Scaling & 
Root Planing, Sealants, 
Preventive Procedures ð
Fl Varnish, Oral 
Hygiene Instruction



È Five Dental Hygiene 
Programs in Kansas in 
Addition to UMKC and 
Concorde (KCMO)

È Hygienists are Licensed 
by the Kansas Dental 
Board in Accordance 
with the Kansas Dental 
Practice Act


